EDUCATIONVOTERS

of Pennsylvania

Dear Jerry,

On Wednesday, June 4, House Bill 1500 passed the PA House with bipartisan

support and now it's headed to the Senate!

This bill would save school districts hundreds of millions of dollars, increase
accountability and transparency for cyber charter schools, and help ensure that public
funds are used to support students—not wasted on bloated advertising budgets or

packed into bank accounts.

Thisis an all hands on deck moment. Pennsylvanians need to send a strong message to
our state senators that we expect them to take action to support the reformsin HB

1500. Our communities cannot afford another year of waiting for these reforms.

Click here to send a message to your state senator and urge them to support

HB1500.

To learn more about HB1500, scroll to the bottom of this email—we’ve included a bill

summary and a detailed breakdown of HB1500.


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SNYHID0cgDJeR88MOfSMufH-W3uyiYmw40uhyLkFPXPLHZS7jS2RpDm8KcxmQcZZt4CxFNC-VGii3tGcQ3IiBH8SyQiXi-l_hLBPuuJ2wBmP86qIj4dH8PUAn5Bwvp6ZUvm2I0Gdgb5NxDikS4J4kLVzqzGXyzOf6p30FIyosM-vUZXXPkt8zrUM1gAXnQ8Jf3n-6_atL6kWNNNWAuNBeBR0imIY2uHDgF2ZeDwgSzNjcGO44fxCE-Vm8Lj8eCK_AVqpmUxKFkMixFrn6ha0g1sE91fj67oQvdq8rmeomW-dkIgXXJTcghZHL90DtdGldQnx5_G3wWd_HkSovhIYUbraGeh2_5XrioNYzCeG1tUzlazd6uF2YvcG6I0KCgw5/4h4/4n9upjRHQLWgDLzNoR99yg/h0/h001.WZ8TlYahVIrytL7RpLoAFzR-gclp6jsqx8HNBmNspbs
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm3_aIiWeFKH7rgL9EHbPrcmS-_fVZcanS5kktoXCMOdVPx73VK5zOYjBfUJ9jUI7udvXewoNvWl1ZbiEDuI4Rkt_E7fw4JnAlxHIEJgZIZpJ5yvYw9TtM6Rk6cVWabDNFstsJaH_HSDj-mKrhRVqvlVQq3J4mqtGTIM7WwGlmi2btFvPa2JkcOQnCoJC1DVfztDXem6bMWXNmdwesDyG_ggnhyWPJ_x04x8a-X2dU6lLCJVYWTcyp-l6Se0e92jMmmK89jOwMPU6rWJ2sctcoYAYlPJH62HucmVtZnZJOTcrHwWMFAeFcEGl9nrDcM3D1gO3pugNqUmCDkHJRAFkTSDlmc4y6HK34MzjWJvyEEIbOX1aGMXyWJ9ZQkNRi2hQrWBozWtrRcR1n9VNxfdZHeT0/4h4/4n9upjRHQLWgDLzNoR99yg/h1/h001.AvQr6ApnczVvGTRAkLvyztCZsLGX3iIk2B0MKFFi4jw

If you would like to be part of our Rapid Response Team that will be taking actions

during the month of June to support cyber charter reform, please click HERE and

fill out this form. We will be in touch!

Thank you for your support in helping to advance meaningful cyber charter reform in

Pennsylvania!


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hWwGamPY7W-vS4bGbFoLcGE_goybYzUFubWM_2Su_UtRT4rNcTCzpHDMJyxDgFF2xCSXlWyOo1vqobx0M_9b0un3JnmyJ0aqnznDiWpii8voGVd9R_Pdzheowi6ZmM7wzlR82k9ktVqLRdFn_Jwk8ZB_qJesF664r2VJM6F_ArpcQx88L3ZBM-yqXeNBbXbYTYsrfOpmJB0csa0xmOTxYwA9YTYxGgewJhrYlZ8WLnQ3rYUGns-U7zafotjgW8ONRWwWd8Jixn7ah5xLELz9kOLQAKDolc6-ZfJve2bDn-AJufgiR4GYsD-0whR2kqFlO9rsjTPK-CgvS3yooWWgI3j8Nh8pB9k2f5qNp6E5Cj-bAZiEy3icFudcQwnYGfdMJn_pFYxzkW-KHVTM4hVwgJfrusskSRqae7ziGh6CjL2IcmEJ7ghbJeLwjZYypqQRwKw/4h4/4n9upjRHQLWgDLzNoR99yg/h2/h001.XY-0nQuWsUtY4334mAjyWENUs9ezhtfrQSuVd14aeqM
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hWwGamPY7W-vS4bGbFoLcGE_goybYzUFubWM_2Su_UtRT4rNcTCzpHDMJyxDgFF2xCSXlWyOo1vqobx0M_9b0un3JnmyJ0aqnznDiWpii8voGVd9R_Pdzheowi6ZmM7wzlR82k9ktVqLRdFn_Jwk8ZB_qJesF664r2VJM6F_ArpcQx88L3ZBM-yqXeNBbXbYTYsrfOpmJB0csa0xmOTxYwA9YTYxGgewJhrYlZ8WLnQ3rYUGns-U7zafotjgW8ONRWwWd8Jixn7ah5xLELz9kOLQAKDolc6-ZfJve2bDn-AJufgiR4GYsD-0whR2kqFlO9rsjTPK-CgvS3yooWWgI3j8Nh8pB9k2f5qNp6E5Cj-bAZiEy3icFudcQwnYGfdMJn_pFYxzkW-KHVTM4hVwgJfrusskSRqae7ziGh6CjL2IcmEJ7ghbJeLwjZYypqQRwKw/4h4/4n9upjRHQLWgDLzNoR99yg/h2/h001.XY-0nQuWsUtY4334mAjyWENUs9ezhtfrQSuVd14aeqM
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Highlights from House Bill 1500. (Click HERE for a more detailed summary.)



https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hW451kB1UHFkGz1cupG1HPlJ5EYqemFlh7MDiMpEBerYv9SpKW0LnSWSble_fUxpSPZBRee_mDye8nSDV8fJneWqdR0nd2cgEvKhSTwIYzvZvil-L4nyaWaRNh0H-pF2V3A1qRq4XdietFDcA1qIeKUAYsAjmM7j6SX-eDJthaIBE6q_nRAgBXZVV5cEGb7s_XAHl2Z-0oG1bSBJDSqyBEvUZzjKzx1733R2gkrdgk8ECJp1SOefFvG9Ty0-y5h0mZlqJCFikq0XOE-WUV6EE6WC4DGF4HsFeZ_WDMs0MLRTPlyh1gCljKeXNtZayiUhTGUZP-_mWkWfsmvvx11kjjmoCKD33kEqSAzPK5Lee-A03Hb3DXV0DBGoh7lskmBv25Tk6NE8iyco6MDj4x-KCPPk/4h4/4n9upjRHQLWgDLzNoR99yg/h4/h001.NTPlliSML2smFQx8RdXqvCMJR-SXBaT6RqppVmsopE0

Financial Accountability

o Establishes a statewide regular education tuition rate of $8000 per student and
aligns special education tuition with actual costs using the same calculation
that is used to fund school districts.

e Limits cybers’ unassigned fund balances to 12% of their annual operating
budget (already a requirement for school districts) and requires that
unassigned fund balances in excess of this amount be returned to school
districts. Unassigned fund balances may not be used to pay bonuses or
transferred to a cyber charter foundation.

e Ensures that districts will no longer pay tuition for students who do not live in
their districts (or even in Pennsylvania) through clarification of residency
verification.

e Requires cyber charters to have one administrative office. Cybers are prohibited
from owning or having a financial interest in other offices and facilities without
seeking an amendment to their charter and receiving approval from the

department. (NOTE: This addresses concerns from the Auditor General’s report

regarding the appropriateness of enormous expenditures on real estate and
whether they align with the online platform unique to cyber charter schools,
and ultimately, the intent of the Charter School Law).

e Revenue generated from the rent, lease or sale of charter-owned property shall

be paid annually to school districts.

Transparency

e Requires all public school entities to report total expenditures for paid media
and sponsorships of public events. The department will publicly post this

information.


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMQdO2wPakA6kbipPBGj-x95j3Wd__703rWiGkF_94xcHEaj6sEgxf4JceYWjjCgCuGdLMmSWYVyVRaFZ98B7megWiiwfAz8OodqOYdDXD4F-6j0NY3RwaT22hw_WG8GCAOZgp1sTvC-GSyqGyQyyo-Z55ZjLqS01BiBqkz3Mgp0wEzvp184El-ZlLTFDUHkDXGkXZjzQswKuvK1ENyL5BeyKaISbX5sVLgXuRZY2kKEHJ0nZI8zE1r7aoKV0NhQsqHBsKY7Yc_kyaZdQ8liP9NHqH419GEFVjMH44dQGBitxhrGAI0jRFJ4cfQYoCdP9f6N_XFHA3iKEFJEFQ1_me9mBU2eUhqeVI-kvcote2mMq-rGoUuJzZOlTcwSP9nGC6kPxzj8XbKU9D85LQNXnPYk/4h4/4n9upjRHQLWgDLzNoR99yg/h5/h001.FVoF7twOEWVkPiu2PSWGuw95w1G_sz8d9nCOXPf6l3g

Requires cybers to submit a report to the department that will be posted
publicly that includes: a list of entities providing financing for capital projects,
all expenditures for educational management service providers, the annual

budget of the cybers, and data that validates student wellness checks.

Academic Accountability

Requires that cyber charters notify families when their schools are designated
low-achieving schools (already a requirement for school districts).
Establishes enrollment parameters for cyber charter schools that are
designated for comprehensive support and improvement (CSI). These are
schools that face the most significant challenges related to academic
achievement, student growth, graduation rate, and other academic indicators.
Any cyber charter with the CSI designation may not expand its enrollment

beyond a 5% increase.

Additional measures

Enacts a moratorium on new cyber charter schools in PA through the 2029-2030
school year.

Clarifies language to ensure that cyber students will be seen on a camera once
per week for a wellness check and requires cybers to provide documentation of
their compliance with this requirement.

Clarifies the powers of the department and issues related to cyber charter
applications, renewals, and amendments to allow for these processes to work

more effectively and smoothly going forward.

Click here to tell your PA senators to vote YES on
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