Democratic Club of Willow Valley
General Meeting
March 25, 2025
Attendance: 63

President Jen Porter called the meeting to order at 1 p.m. and introduced guest speaker Jaime Arroyo, Democratic candidate for Lancaster City Mayor.

Guest Speaker:  Mr. Arroyo gave a brief background as a long-time resident of Lancaster City, a local entrepreneur and CEO of Assets, a local non-profit that provides training and financial support for women and people of color establishing businesses. He is also a two-term City Council member. Mr. Arroyo described his major goals as mayor.
· Housing: Lack of affordable housing is a critical issue in the city and county. A collaboration with other municipalities is necessary for finding solutions to this problem.
· Economic development: There is a need for creation of jobs and startups of new small businesses that are equitable and inclusive to provide growth in the city and county.
· Lancaster City as a welcoming community: The city is a diverse and welcoming community. Mr. Arroyo wants to ensure that tradition continues.

Q&A: Following his talk, Mr. Arroyo opened the floor to questions. Some included were:
· Effect of current federal spending cuts to services
· Concern for immigrant workers in the city and county
· Need for a county health department 
· Strategies to increase affordable housing in the city

President Porter thanked Mr. Arroyo for his talk and his encouragement to voters to take part in upcoming local elections.
Business Meeting

Treasury – Steve Wright: The balance stands at $2,487.22 with $3,432.00 set aside for 2025 scholarships.

Membership – Margaret Babb: Current membership is 284. The membership drive will begin May 1.

Scholarship – Sharron Nelson: The second $1,000 scholarship for technical schools has been successfully added with those applications due later. Three community service scholarships have been received from L-SHS, and one will be awarded in May. L-SHS suggested that applications may be sent online in the future.

Advocacy – Jen Porter, Ellen Haas 
· President Porter announced the April campaign using the website www.5calls.org. This site provides talking points for calls to legislators. The total for member contacts to legislators for the March Action was 315. Members are asked to tally their April contacts to report for the next General Meeting. 

· For the 2025 Jimmy Carter initiative, April’s focus is on the former President’s work to eradicate the guinea worm in Africa, a deadly parasite. Through his work, cases of infection fell from 3.6 million in 1986 to fewer than 20 in 2024.
· Ellen Hass reported that she, along with members Margaret Babcock and Terry Webb, visited Lloyd Smucker’s office on March 21 and spoke with an aide about topics such as Social Security. A signup sheet was available to those who wished to work with this group for further visitations.
· A group of letter writers is being formed that needs a leader and writers. A signup sheet was available.

Club website: Ross Fairweather: Vice-President Fairweather met with GoDaddy on March 12 to present suggestions made by the Board in its March 17 meeting. She is waiting response from GoDaddy before we can proceed. Testing is scheduled in late April and going live by May 1.

Upcoming events:
· April 5 Day of Protest: Nationwide protests in opposition to Trump’s administration will take place. Contact indivisible.org for locations.
· Understanding Our Democracy series continues.  All meetings take place in the Cultural Center Education Room. Upcoming topics are:
· Tuesday, April 15, Matthew Johnson of Church World Services  10 a.m.
· Thursday, May 22, federal and state education funding 10 a.m. (Please note change of date for this meeting.)
· Thursday, June 12, advocacy efforts in the Quaker community 1:30 (Please note change of date and time for this meeting.)
· 
Next General Meeting: 
Tuesday, April 29, 10 a.m. Cultural Center Education Room. Guest speakers will be Terry Webb and Ted Borek of Braver Angels.

Lucy Painter
Secretary

